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behind which rises the old mansion, all towers and turrets.
The house is excellent; has avast hall, ditto dining-room,
king's chamber, trunk gallery at the top of the house, hand-
some chapel, and seven or eight distinct apartments, besides
closets and conveniences without end.    Then it is covered
with portraits, crammed with old china, furnished richly,
and not a rag in it under forty, fifty, or a thousand years
old; but not a bed or chair that has lost a tooth, or got
a grey hair, so well are they preserved.    I rummaged it
from  head  to foot,   examined  every spangled   bed,  and
enamelled pair of bellows, for such there are;  in short,
I do not believe the old mansion was ever better pleased
with an inhabitant, since the days of Walter de Drayton,
except when it has received its divine old mistress.    If one
could honour her more than one did before, it would be to
see with what religion she keeps up the old dwelling and
customs, as well as old servants, who you may imagine do
not love her less than other people do.    The garden is just
as Sir John Germain brought it from Holland; pyramidal
yews,  treittages, and  square cradle walks,  with windows
clipped in them.    Nobody was there, but Mr. Beauclerc
and   Lady Catherine5,  and  two   parsons:   the two first
suffered us to ransack and do as we would, and the two
last assisted us, informed us, and carried us to every tomb
in the neighbourhood.    I have got every circumstance by
heart, and was pleased beyond my expectation, both with
the place and the comfortable manner of seeing it.   We
stayed there till after dinner to-day, and saw Fotheringam6
in our way hither.     The  castle is totally ruined.     The
mount, on which the keep stood,.two doorcases, and a piece
of the moat, are all the remains.    Near it is a front and

5 Lady  Catherine  Ponsonby (d.     of Hanworfch, -whom lie succeeded

1789), eldest daughter of second Earl    in 1781, becoming Duke of St. Albana

of   Bessborough.;    m.   (1763)   Hon.     in 1787.

Aubrey Beauclerk, son of Lord Vere        6 So in MS.; read Fotheringay.hands for it.   Presuming that no-; Lord of 8 Viscountess Bolingbroke.rquis of Caernarvon. Watyole,
